
 

 

 IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Friday 5 December 

1.45: PRIZEGIVING (all welcome)  

5.30: Outdoor Movie Night  

Civil Defence cans of food due (2/ child) 

Monday 8 December  
Year 0/1 Battle Hill 

5.30: BoT Meeting 

Tuesday 9 December Year 8 Leaversõ Dinner 

Wednesday 10 December Kƭwhai Tree Trimming 

Thursday 11 December NƜkau Aotea lagoon Trip 

Friday 12 December 

Kƭwhai Wheels Day 

NƜkau Aotea Lagoon postponement day 

2.15pm: Children visit their 2026 classes  

End of Year Reports published on HERO 

Tuesday 16 December Fun Day (11-1pm) 

Wednesday 17 Dec 

Final Day of School  

11.30: Final Assembly (all welcome)  

12.30: SCHOOL ENDS 
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This will be our final newsletter for 2024. As the year comes to an end, I want to take 

a moment to thank everyone who makes our school such a special place. 
 

   

 

  

 

                                        

                             Kia ora e te whƄnau 
 

                           This will the final newsletter for 2025.  What a fantastic year it has been!  
 

                           I look back with immense pride and gratitude on the remarkable achievements 

we've accomplished together - from highly engaging learning opportunities to strong academic 

success; from the beautification and outdoor environment projects that have enhanced our 

surroundings, to the range of activities on offer during lunchtime; from  inspiring performing and 

cultural events that brought us together  to fantastic successes in sports that showcased incredible 

talent and sportsmanship.  
                           

I am incredibly proud of our teachers for their exceptional work in navigating the significant 

curriculum changes and the broader shifts currently affecting the education sector. 
 

To our committed Board of Trustees and PTNi, thank you for your unwavering support and relentless 

behind-the-scenes contributions that help shape our school's success. 
 

To all the children and families moving on, I wish you the very best and hope you have lots of fun, 

keep growing, and find amazing new adventures wherever you go. 
 

Finally, a huge thank you to all our families for your continuous support throughout the year. Your 

involvement helps us build a strong, connected partnership. We look forward to the many adventures 

2026 will bring!  

                                                               

 

Adventure School 

Featuring      
Á Class Placements 

Á Homework Survey Feedback   

Á Pasifika Tamaiti Group  

Á Our Talented  Rimu Poets  

Á Kƭwhai Fun Day 

Á Sports Spot :  

- NƜkau Athletics Day 

- Regional Athletics  

Á Yr 2 Botanical Gardens Trip   

Á Writerõs World (Yrs 7/ 8 & Yrs 3 / 4) 

Á Working Bee Buzz!  
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Thank you to those who completed the recent Homework Survey.  Because most families have 

not been engaging with what is currently provided, we are reviewing our approach to Home 

Learning / Homework.  (Our original purpose was to support parents who wished to reinforce 

their childrenés learning at home.) 

 

Response Rate 

¶ We received 166 responses (there are 495 children in total  = 33% response rate). 

¶ This was submitted by 96 families (there are 350 families in total  = 27% response rate). 

 

 

 Parent Class Placement Considerations  
 

There were 122 parents who shared important information about their child via the google form 

for 2026 class placement. Please rest assured that we have carefully considered all information 

in line with the guidelines we provided. Our goal is to create a positive and effective learning 

environment tailored to the individual needs of each student, and we are confident in the 

placements made. 

Class placement is a complex process. In some cases, individual preferences needed to be 

balanced against the needs of other students, the requests of other families, or the professional 

insights of our teaching team. Our final decisions reflect our commit ment to the optimal 

learning environment for all students.  

Children will visit their 2026 classes on Friday 12 December. This gives them the opportunity to 

meet their new teacher and classmates. Parents receive a notification about their childés class 

placement the same afternoon via HERO. 

 



 

  
     

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

        

 

            

 

 

 

Noho ora mai - Stay well  

NgƄ mihi o te wƄ Kirihimete me te Tau Hou - Merry Christmas and Happy New Year ! 

 

 

NgƄ mihi nui 

Tania Cox 

Principal ð Tumuaki  

                   

Common themes emerging from the feedback  
 

FORMAT:   Parents prefer paper copies / worksheets / workbooks (For easy access - visibility - to  

                   reduce screen time) 
 

CONTENT: To reinforce in-class learning - build study habits - see childrenõs learning 
 

FREQUENCY: Suggestions for time commitment ranged from 10 to 30 minutes, 2 -3 days a week 
 

EXPECTATIONS:   Divided between compulsory  (to make it easier for parents to enforce) and  

                              optional because of busy after school activities as well as desire to reserve       

                              afternoons for  family time) 

OTHER:   Some parents were unaware that optional home learning was provided and would like               

                reminders about expectations, access, and specific tasks.  

                Some reported difficulties accessing files, logging in, or navigating current online platforms.  

 

Next Steps  

This feedback, while recognising the low response rate, will be used to guide our homework options 

and design for 2026. 

Leaving Staff  

We extend a huge thank you to Bianca Van Berkel (Part-time Teacher) and Alice Tankersley (New 

Entrant Roll Growth Teacher) who will be finishing at the end of the term. Their wonderful 

dedication and care for the children they have worked with have made a real impact, and they will 

both be greatly missed. 

We wish them both all the best as they take up positions in new schools. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This term we were lucky enough to be invited to join a special one-off event 

hosted by Postgate School to celebrate Pasifika cultures in our community. Our 

Pasifika Tamaiti group participated with students from many other schools in 

many different activiti es, including Samoan language, Cook Islands dancing, and 

a variety of sports and games. It was fantastic to mix and mingle with other kura, 

sharing experiences and learning new things. And the sapa sui was delicious! 

Pasifika Tamaiti Group & Rangatahi Roopu



 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Talented Rimu Poets!

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

PRIZEGIVING

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 1 6  December   -  11.00am - 1.00pm  
Á This is a ñno uniformò day  
 

Á Please bring to school:  
-  a change of clothes    
-  towel  

-  sunhat and sun block  
 

 Á OPTIONAL  (for personal use only)  

 roller - skates / rollerblades / skateboards scooters + a helmet ( compulsory  for  
 all wheels)  

  

 
  
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

Final Assembly 



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  

What a blast! Our Year 0 -2 children had a wonderfully adventurous mini -athletics 

afternoon last week, featuring sack races, dress -up hurdles, noodle throwing, and 

the classic egg & spoon fun!  
 

A huge thank you to the Tƭtara children, our awesome big buddies, for helping run 

the event. We were also delighted by the great turnout of supportive parents!  

Sports Spot



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to all of you who were able to come along to support the NƜkau Athletics day.    
 

We are so proud of the children! They demonstrated fantastic qualities throughout the day, 

showing such enthusiasm and a willingness to have a go. Furthermore, their ability to show great 

resilience in the face of disappointment highlights their fantastic sportsmanship!  
 

Many thanks to Toni -Marie Bennett and her team of helpers for making this a fun and successful 

event. We especially want to acknowledge Dan Farrell, Wilmeri & Hendrik Oliver, and our fantastic 

Year 8 helpers for their amazing support on the day!  
 
 

                Congratulations to our 2025 Years 3 -4 Athletics champions  below -  

 
  

 Results  

YEAR 3 1st 2nd 3rd  
Girls Annebelle Olivier Juliette Robinson Wambui Mubea, Leilani 

Nofoaiga & Anaya Kausik 

Boys Archie Tovey Henry von der Brelie Nawaf Alasqah & Seb Mulhern 
 

            

YEAR 4 1st 2nd 3rd  
Girls Amber Cassidy 

Linden du Plessis 

 Ashley Gibbons 

Boys Hunter Penney 

  

Forbes Alexander Kaden Fellows 

Sourya Perugu 
       

 

 

Congratulations to all our Regional Athletics competitors who competed over in 
Masterton last week.  
 

Here are the results for top ten placings.  

 

Quinn Spalding  Yr 5 Girls 5th in 800m 

Indigo Eastham  Yr 5 Girls 6th in 800m, 9th in High Jump, 10th in Long Jump 

Manaia Temarama  Yr 5 Boys 5th in Quoits, 10th in Vortex 

Lawrence Hanify  Yr 5 Boys 6th in 800m, 9th in 200m 

Maisie Forsyth  Yr 6 Girls 3rd in Long Jump, 6th in 800m, 7th in 200m 

Brody Burrows  Yr 6 Boys 5th in 800m 

Elsie Cassidy Yr 7 Girls 7th in High Jump 

Annie Van Son  Yr 7 Girls 7th in Long Jump 

Finley Dredge  Yr 7 Boys 9th in 1500m 

TJ Kie Tonga Yr 7 Boys 7th in Shot Put 

Luca McMaster  Yr 7 Boys 7th in 200m 

Spencer Bush Yr 8 Boys 6th in 200m 

Lennox Manase  Yr 8 Boys 1st in High Jump (1.70m !!!!!!) 

Year 7 Boys Relay 6th 

Year 8 Boys Relay 5th 

 

Regional Athletics



 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 2 Botanical Gardens Trip

Year 2 had an unforgettable day out at the Botanical Gardens, filled with discovery, curiosity, 

and loads of excitement! In The Discovery Garden, our young explorers transformed into real 

scientists peering through microscopes to investigate the mysterious  world inside a worm farm 

and uncovering just how important bees are to our planet. They even rolled up their sleeves to 

plant new flora that will help encourage pollination!  
 

The adventure continued at the duck pond, where the children delighted in watching the ducks 

waddle, swim, and quack their way into everyoneõs hearts. It was a day packed with learning, 

laughter, and a deeper appreciation for the wonders of nature!   

 

 



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

   



 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A huge thank you to our incredible PTNi, along with all the amazing parents and children 

who joined us for the working bee last Sunday.  
 

Your collective efforts have made a visible difference,  and we are really do appreciative 

of you coming along to help!  


