
 
  

 

 Upcoming Events   
 

Tues 3 – Fri 6 March Tōtara: Makahiki Camp 

Thursday 5 March Yr 6s Technicraft Experience 

Thursday 5 March Our Kids Online Parent Evening 

Friday 6 March 2pm: Assembly 

Monday 9 March 5.30: BoT Meeting (staffroom) 

Friday 13 March Rimu EOTC - Waikanae Pool 
   

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                                          
     

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   Kia ora, Namaste, Talofa, Guten Tag, Nǐ hǎo, Xin chào, As-salām, 
Kamusta, Vannakkam, Bula, Malo e lelei, Kia orana, Mālo ni, Hola, Goeie 

Dag, Bonjour, Sat Shri Akal, Shalom, Assalaam alaikum, Hello! 

 

 

                                     

 
 
 

Kia ora e te whānau 

 

A special welcome to the new Tamariki and whānau joining our school community! On Monday, 

we held our first Mihi Whakatau to officially welcome our newest members. It was wonderful to 

see so many new faces and as well as siblings becoming part of the Adventure School family. 

 

All the best to Tōtara Syndicate as they head off to Makahika Camp next week.  With this crazy, 

unpredictable weather, we are all keeping our fingers crossed for sunshine and calm so they can 

truly make the most of this adventure. Camps are such a valuable part of the school experience, 

offering Tamariki a unique chance to build connections with their peers and teachers in a new 

environment. By stepping outside their comfort zones and tackling outdoor challenges, they 

develop real resilience and self-confidence that stays with them long after they return home. We 

look forward to seeing them grow through this experience and hearing all their wonderful stories. 

 

Last week we sent you information about the upcoming Our Kids Online parent information 

evening, Thursday March 5 from 6pm.  We are partnering with Whitby Collegiate, Discovery 

and Pāuatahanui Schools to bring this to you.   We STRONGLY encourage at least one parent 

from every family to attend.    

Although the event will be heavily subsidised there will be a nominal charge of $10 per ticket.  

Included in your ticket is a one-year complimentary subscription to Parenting in an Online 

World 101, valued at $99. Tickets available here. 
 

 

  

 

Quick Links to Items 
▪ Staffing Changes 

▪ In the Spotlight 
▪ Attendance Plan 

▪ Our Approach to Managing Behaviours 

▪ Policies for Review 

▪ Uniform Reminder 
▪ Upcoming Events 

▪ Term 1 – Full Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER   
Term 1 – Week 3      26 February 2026 

 

CURIOUS    COLLABORATIVE Adventurers

https://form.jotform.com/260386398615064


 

                                          
     

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Staffing Changes 

Sadly, we farewell Emma Harris, Year 5 & 6 teacher, at the end of the term.   Emma has been 

a much loved and valued teacher and colleague for the past 3 years and we have appreciated 

the care and support she has provided for the children she has taught.   Emma will certainly 

be missed, and we wish her and her family all the very best as they relocate to Australia, where 

Emma will begin a new teaching role.   

The process to appoint a new teacher for Room 17 is already well underway. Our priority is to 

ensure a smooth transition and find the best possible fit for our students. 

 

A warm welcome to Rosie Bates who joins our Teacher Aide team this term. Rosie brings a 

wealth of experience from previous schools, and we are excited to have her working alongside 

us. 

 

We are delighted to have Wilmeri Olivier, our fabulous Librarian, join our Teacher Aide team 

to support some of our ESoL children.  
 

   
 
 

   

As shared in the previous newsletter, the Ministry of Education has made attendance a major 

focus across New Zealand, with the goal is for students to attend school at least 90% of the 

time. 

The Adventure School Attendance Management Plan has now been approved by the board 

and published on our website.   

It outlines the steps we will take in working  

with families when a child has been away. 

 

Here is the link to our Attendance Management Plan  

 

Family Holidays in Term Time 

A reminder that under Ministry of Education mandates, absences for holidays or personal trips 

are classified as “unjustified.” If you are planning time away, please email a request to the 

Principal in advance so our records can be updated accordingly.  
 

Is my Child Well Enough for School? 

Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school can be tricky. Health guidance to 

support you to decide is available here.   If you are still unsure, get in touch with us and let’s 

work together to support your learner. 

 

If you’re finding it a bit of a struggle to get your child(ren) to school, please don’t feel you 

have to handle it alone. You can reach out for a chat or extra support by- 

- Calling the office  

- Emailing your child’s teacher directly to share what’s going on. 

- Asking for a quick meeting so we can look at some solutions together. 

 

  

 

https://www.adventure.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Attendance-Management-Plan.pdf
https://info.health.nz/health-topics/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-environments/going-to-school/knowing-if-your-child-is-well-enough-to-go-to-school-guidance-for-parents


 

                                          
     

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

                

Ngā mihi nui 
Tania Cox 
Principal – Tumuaki 

 

 

KŌWHAI:    Harriet F, Sauhbat S & Aariv A 

 

 

 

 

                                 It’s lovely to have you join our Adventure whānau! 
 

 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to Krisha P (Yr 3)  for being awarded 

the second top fundraiser in the Wellington region for Starship 

Children's Hospital! (Just under $300, with donations still 

coming in.) 
 

We are really proud of her mahi towards her first Round the 

Bays event, especially her fundraising efforts which were 

completely self-driven. 
  

 

What amazing heart you have Krisha! 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome our new families and staff during our first Mihi 

Whakatau of the year, led by Matua Todd Parata.  Our Head Students, Tayne 

and Annie, spoke beautifully on behalf of our Tamariki, and the Kapa Haka group 

delivered a great performance. It was a superb way to welcome the newest 

members of our school! 



 

 
 

 

 

At Adventure, our goal is to ensure every student feels safe, included, and ready to learn. As we 

move into the year, we want to share how we define and handle behaviours, including bullying. 

 

Our Approach 

The foundation of our behaviour plan is growing our Adventure Way trait of Self-Awareness. 

We want students to understand the impact of their words and actions. We focus on four key 

rights for everyone in our school: 

• To feel safe. 

• To be treated with dignity and respect. 

• To teach and learn without interruption. 

• To have cultural heritage and differences valued. 

 

Positive Reinforcement 

We believe in "pouncing on the positive", with the ultimate aim of building intrinsic motivation - 

helping children do the right thing because it’s the right thing to do, not just for a reward. 

 

Responding to Behaviours 

When students make mistakes, we focus on accountability. We use "natural consequences" 

where possible (e.g., spending time tidying up an area if they caused a mess). 

 

The school uses a consistent "stepped" approach: 
 

Escalation Ladder 

Level Managed By Typical Actions 

Minor /  

One-off 

Classroom Teacher Conversations/coaching, "Think Sheets" or 

apologies. 

Repeated / 

Significant 

Team Leader Behaviour plans, time in Te Whare Ata (see 

below), and contacting parents. 

Complex / 

Concerning 

Deputy Principal Formal meetings with parents and potential 

support from outside agencies. 

Serious / 

Unresolved 

Principal Collaborative plans or Ministry of Education 

processes (e.g., stand-downs). 

 

Te Whare Ata (A Place of Reflection) 

For more significant incidents, students may spend time in Te Whare Ata. This is a supervised 

space for any of the following: 

• Reflection & Coaching: Talking with one of our Deputy Principals about what happened  

 and how to make a better choice next time. 
 

• Service: Giving back to the school (e.g. gardening or tidying) to repair the harm caused. 
 

•  Putting things right: restoring relationships. 



 

 

 
 

Adventure School takes bullying very seriously. We follow the Bullying Free NZ guidelines and 

have a dedicated Kia Māia (Be Brave) Team to handle these cases. 

 

What defines Bullying? 

It is important to distinguish between social conflict and bullying. Bullying is: 
 

1. Deliberate (intended to cause harm). 

                            & 

2. Repeated (happens over and over). 

                 & 

3. Targeted (aimed at someone with less power). 

 

 

  

The Kia Māia Process 

If bullying is suspected or reported: 

• Investigation: Staff fill out a formal report; the Kia Māia team (Deputy Principals) 

investigates thoroughly. 

• Communication:  When a bullying incident is identified, we contact the parents of both 

the student involved and the student affected. 

• Follow-up: To ensure the situation has improved we check in with the students and the 

parents of the child affected.  
 

 

Encouraging our Children to be Upstanders 

We are teaching our Tamariki that being an "Upstander" is one of the most powerful things they 

can do.  

This means: 

• Supporting the person being bullied. 

• Safely discouraging the bullying behaviour. 

• Reporting the incident to a trusted teacher or staff member 

 

 

2025 Student Survey Results on Bullying 

At the end of each year, we carry out a formal survey to gather information on bullying experiences 

from our Year 3-8 students. This gives our Tamariki a voice and provides us with vital information 

on their experiences with bullying, helping us better support them in the coming year. 

Here are our 2025 end of year Bullying Survey results. While we are pleased to see a reduction in 

bullying at school, there is a concerning upward trend in cyber-bullying using devices at home. 

 To support our families in navigating this digital landscape, we have partnered with Rob Cope 

for a 'Kids Online' parent evening.  

 

 



 

 

  



 

  

Independent Review of our Behaviour, Wellbeing and Complaints Framework.   

At Adventure, student wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do. As part of our commitment 

to continuous improvement and to ensure our support systems remain effective, the Board 

recently commissioned an independent review of our behaviour, wellbeing and complaints 

framework.  If you'd like to read the full review, you can access it here 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
     

Adventure School uses SchoolDocs to maintain a comprehensive, up-to-date set of policies and 

procedures.   

 

Our SchoolDocs policies can be accessed through the school website under the “Our School” tab.   

                        https://www.adventure.school.nz/our-school/policy-documents/           
 

Reviews 

- All school policies are reviewed on a three-year cycle, with some policies reviewed each term. 

- Reviews are open to board, staff, and the school community.          

- If you would like to give feedback on the following policies, log in to SchoolDocs and follow the 

review instructions.  

 

TERM ONE REVIEWS 
 
 

• Alcohol, Drugs, and Other Harmful Substances   
• Sun Protection 
• Digital Technology and Online Safety 

• Cell phones and Other Personal Digital Devices 

 

file:///D:/My%20Drive/2020%20&%20later/Docs/Newsletters/Independent%20Review%20Report%20Feb%202026%20%20for%20newsletter.pdf
https://www.adventure.school.nz/our-school/policy-documents/


 

  

Uniform Reminder

            

             Our School Uniform 
 

We take great pride in how well our students wear their uniforms and have received plenty of 

positive feedback from the community. If your child encounters any issues with wearing a 

part of the uniform, please don’t hesitate to reach out to their teacher so we can work 

together to find a solution. 
 

 

Our uniform includes the following items-   

 

Tops 
any combination of the following 

 

Bottoms Other 

 

Adventure School: 
 

-Red zip-up hoodie 

-Red polar fleece    

-Red with white polo shirt   

-Black with white polo shirt   

 

- Any plain black bottoms  

------------------------------------------      

These items are not part of 
our school uniform 
  
 
-denim - jeans  
 
 
 
-logos (eg Nike,  
 Adidas, etc) 
 
 
 
 
-patterned, sparkly,  
 studded clothing 
  

 

Hats 
 
Adventure School: 
 

      -School bucket hat  

      -Black or red beanie  

----------------------------------- 

 Footwear 
Any suitable shoes for safe 
physical activity. 

 
Year 7 & 8 
Shoes must be enclosed for 
tech on Thursdays. 
(ie. Not crocs, jandles or 
sandals) 

 

Year 7/8 
- Adventure School Black zip-  

  up hoodie  
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
Sports hoodies are not part 
of our regular school uniform 
Please don’t wear them as a 
substitute for the official 
school hoodie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Make-up & Jewellery 

Please support the school by making sure your children don’t wear makeup or 

unnecessary jewellery to school.  

    

For safety, please do not wear dangling earrings. 

17 

JONAS 



 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events

  

     

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

                                               Tickets available here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 5 March - 6pm 
Whitby Collegiate gymnasium 

 

 
  

This is a message every parent needs to hear

… whether your kids are 5 or turning 13

Rob Cope  
 

(Author, Parent & Filmmaker (2020 Documentary “Kids Online”) 
 

 
 

We’re a Movin’March school and counting down to Monday 2nd March when we’ll be encouraging 

ākonga (students) to walk or wheel to kura (school).  

Walking or wheeling to school is a great way to get active, know your neighbourhood, get energised to 

learn, AND take care of the environment. 

 

This year, we’re taking part in the new WoW Class Challenge. Each student will set their own goal for 

March and record this on a bookmark they can take home. We’ll record trips in class on a wallchart, 

and those who are working towards their goal may win small prizes. 

And we can enter in the regional competition for some great class prizes! 

Info for whānau:   www.movinmarch.com 

 
 

 

  
 

  

  

 
 

 
  

 

 

Let’s Get Movin’ in March! 
 

https://form.jotform.com/260386398615064


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRE-SEASON NETBALL READINESS SESSIONS For Year 7 and 8 students 
 

For those senior year 7 & 8 students who intend to register to play netball for Adventure  

School in 2026, we have arranged a series of 4 pre-season readiness sessions starting  

Friday 13th February 2026.   

 

These sessions are designed to help students be ready for trials, develop match fitness, practice skills, build 

rapport with their peers, and enjoy some game play.  
 

These sessions are voluntary, but we do encourage the students to attend as many sessions as possible in the 

lead up to trials. 
 

The Pre-season Netball Readiness Sessions will be held on (school netball courts outside the senior hub): 

Friday 27th February 2026, 3.00pm - 4.30pm 

Friday 20th March 2026, 3.00pm - 4.30pm 

If you have any questions, please email Steve Allerby allerbysteven@hotmail.com 

 

 

TRIALS: 

Like previous years, we will run netball trials again this year for Year 7 & 8 students who want to play senior 

netball for the school.  

 

Trials will be held on: 

Monday 23rd March 2026, 2.00pm - 4.30pm 

 

Please make sure your child keeps this day free to attend. Prior to trials we will ask the students to give us an 

indication of their preferred positions. We will trial them in at least their top two preferred positions on the day. 

 

More information will be sent out soon. 

 

 

REGISTRATION: 

The full netball registration pack will be sent out later in the term. 

Tough Guy and Gal (Yrs 3-8 only) 
 

Entries are now open for the Annual Junior Tough Guy and Gal event held at Camp Wainui in Wainuiomata.   

We have a School Team of 125 booked for Monday 4 May.    

- Parents/Caregivers enter and pay for children online.  

- It is VERY IMPORTANT the correct entry/day and venue is selected - Adventure 

School is booked in to compete on Monday 4 May.  

- Please select THE TEACHER WILL PICK UP THE RACE NUMBER when they come to the 

bib collection question and write our school’s name in FULL - Adventure School.  

- If these steps are followed every Adventure student that enters will be linked together and everything will 

be waiting for John Kelleher to pick up from the event registration.  

- Please use this link to enter:   https://eventpromotions.co.nz/tggc-junior-wellington/ 

- All the information about the event is on this website.  Please read all details carefully before entering your 

child/ren.   

Transport 

It is the responsibility of the parents/caregivers to organise transport.  I suggest you work with other families as 

there is limited car parking space and this is only made worse by wet conditions.   
 

John Kelleher  (Sports Coordinator)          jkelleher@adventure.school.nz 
 

 

https://eventpromotions.co.nz/tggc-junior-wellington/
mailto:jkelleher@adventure.school.nz
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TERM ONE 

Week 4 

Tuesday 3 – Friday 6 March Tōtara Camp 
Thursday 5 March Year 6’s to Technicraft at Brandon Int 

Rob Cope Cyber Evening @ Whitby Collegiate 
Friday 6 March 2pm: Assembly 

Week 5 
Monday 9 March 5.30pm: Bot meeting 
Friday 13 March Rimu EOTC at Waikanae Pool 

Week 6 

Monday 16 March Yrs 3-6 Girls Futsal tournament 
2-4pm: Netball trials 

Thursday 19 March GRIP Leadership for Student Leaders 
Friday 20 March Year 7 immunisations 

4.30pm: Duathlon (pp 27 March) 
 Monday 23 March 2-4.30pm: Netball trials 

Week 7 

Tuesday 24 March Kōwhai Toy Sale 

Tōtara Food for Thought trip 
7pm: PTNi AGM. All welcome 

Wednesday 25 March Tōtara Food for Thought trip 
Friday 27 March Tōtara Food for Thought trip 

Sausage sizzle 
2pm: Assembly 

Week 8 
Tuesday 31 March Learning Conversations 
Wednesday 1 April Learning Conversations 
Thursday 2 April 3pm: End of Term 1 

 

2026 Term Dates 
 

Term One:                   Monday 9 February - Thursday 2 April 

Term Two:                   Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July 

                                     School Closed: Friday 29 May – Teacher Only Day                   

Term Three:                 Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September      

Term Four:                   Monday 12 October – Friday 18 December  

                                      School Closed: Tuesday 27 Oct – Teacher Only Day                     
 
                                                

           School will be closed for the following Public Holidays- 
 

                  Anzac Day – Monday 27 April 

                  King’s Birthday - Monday 1 June 

L                Labour Day - Monday 26 October   
      

    Please Note:   Waitangi Day, Easter and Matariki occur during school holidays.   
 

    The school will be closed for 2 Ministry of Education approved Teacher Only Days to  

    for professional development to support implementing the refreshed curriculum.  

 



 

 
Community Notices 

 
 
  

 

  

   

 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIP OFF 2026 - Wednesday's from 3.05pm-4.05pm 

The New Year is underway so let's JUMP in with a Kelly Sports Summer Multi Sport Programme! 

Come and try some new sports, sharpen some existing skills! 

This weekly programme gives children skills and confidence in a fun and enjoyable environment.  It 

also encourages their enthusiasm for sport and the life skills that such involvement brings - giving 

them confidence to join sports clubs in the future! 

For term 1 the sports we are focussing on are: 

Basketball, Football, Ultimate Frisbee, Rippa Rugby (2 weeks of each). 

Classes start Wednesday 11 February 2026 and runs for 8 weeks 

Go to www.kellysports.co.nz 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellysports.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=V2i-Fxfzv4PbyP0-lYLMepnYR_Ak8GWy3bd8LZGgIhc&m=8Cefb6vLo_EdEAO0qEsnH5AAoqahTx0XAzubgG-DJc0an7j-jwtnype9obpF5lbA&s=KCVnZI2ajIwryvgHqZOeZM_aideD8CEFmTztwnvKAJQ&e=


 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Kia Ora Children’s Library Whānau! 

The Porirua Children’s Library is proud to present our newest events series—Friday 
Library Club! These events will feature on Friday afternoons after school. They are a 
surefire way to kick off your weekend with a bang (and a great chance to stock up on 
your weekend reading)! 

Our last event in February is: 

27 Feb: “Beading Bash” 4:00pm-5:00pm—help us work through our gorgeous 
stack of beads! Learn the basics of jewellery making and create a friendship bracelet 
for you and your bestie. 

See you this Friday! 

 

Little Jig & Rising Stars 
Irish Dance Classes in Plimmerton 
Looking for a fun and confidence-building activity 
for your 4–7 year old? 
The Kerry School of Irish Dancing is enrolling 
now for our Plimmerton classes: 

 Little Jig (4.5 & 5 years) 

 Rising Stars (6 & 7 years) 
 

Irish dancing helps develop coordination, rhythm, 
focus and self-belief  all while having lots of fun 
and making new friends. 
Free trial class available 
Contact Kristina: 
kerryschoolofirishdancing@gmail.com 
kerryschoolofirishdancing.co.nz 

 

mailto:kerryschoolofirishdancing@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__kerryschoolofirishdancing.co.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=V2i-Fxfzv4PbyP0-lYLMepnYR_Ak8GWy3bd8LZGgIhc&m=KRGvWSJJHGe1RmMFRmTwOBVQ-jo70qk6a5HeVN8_TUdfyP3sfQwM_38TbT0NNgoI&s=Z0TCDH89ENCrsj8BtnGFXKKAzycHqiGd4BX2tGkJRtk&e=

